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Congress kills food subsidies— 
10w what do we do? 
* * * 


NADA is mailing dealers booklet 


Pon procedure in selling new cars 


to RFC. 


* * * 
Britain expects to have about 


: eight million cars on its highways 


by 1963—four times the 1939 total. 
* * * 

The federal government owns 
one-fifth of the nation’s manufac- 
turing capacity, Business Week 
points out. 

* * a: 

Auto makers expect to rejuven- 
ate the tool industry after the war, 
while replacing machines and tools 
lost during war production. 

j Ss © © 
Revamping OPA 

OPA, under a contemplated de- 
centralization program, is expected 
to strip regional offices of nearly 
ll authority and hand it over to 
local rationing boards. 

Under this setup, local boards 
would be virtually autonomous on 
the administrative end, with Wash- 
ngton headquarters doing’ the 


* * 


JUsed Cars, Tra La 


Seattle dealers held a meeting in 


wmNew York City the other day, so 
“many of ’em were in the East buy- 


ing used cars, the story goes. 

+ Meanwhile, dealers outside the 
astern zone are blaring: “New 

York used cars for sale’—whether 
hey got ’em from there or not, 


* citing the fact that cars in N. Y. 


yet much less use than elsewhere. 
Others, more realistic, even paint 
dimout bands on headlights to sim- 
late Eastern conditions. 

2 * * co 


Haven’t They Always? 


Women will insist on buying such 
mechanisms as automobiles and 
refrigerators after the war, instead 


‘of allowing their husbands to make 


the decisions, predicts Arthur 
dirose, market research chief for 
McCall Corp. 

“Can you picture Rosie the Riv- 
ster, or the gal who grinds the 
‘eylinder head of a jeep, standing 
meekly by if hubby attempts, all 
by himself, to decide which brand 
of car or refrigerator to buy?” 

e asks. ad 


Starting Over? 


-—) Plan under consideration would 


cancel all outstanding gasoline 
ation coupons in nation, set up a 
‘ombined control over supplies. 
OPA would continue to handle 
consumer rationing and Ickes the 
upplies, but two would be co- 
ordinated. 
Starting from scratch, new ra- 
ons would be distributed for pos- 
sibly a year to permit accurate 
planning for distribution. Supple- 
“mental rations would be extremely 
difficult to obtain. 
, * ¢ * 


Line Up, Fellas! 

measures regarding 
the issuance by federal agencies of 
nauthorized questionnaires, which 
mpose an unwarranted burden on 
American business, are’ reiterated 

y the Advisory Committee on 
Oe iiaee Questionnaires, with 
the concurrence of the Bureau of 
he Budget. 

It was said that particularly 
burdensome questionnaires, even if 
hey have had Budget Bureau ap- 
proval, may be made the subject 
pf legitimate inquiry or com- 


- plaint. 
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Avtomotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
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this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
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-] Sparks | Surplus War Goods Disposal Mapped 


NADA Studies Ways to Channel Sales Through Retailers, Avoid Dumping; 
OPA Raises New Passenger Car Quota Slightly to 51,800 for July; 
Eligibility Rules for Grade III Tires Tightened 


Sale of surplus war materials in an 
orderly way through established retail 
channels and not by dumping, is 
favored by NADA’s Postwar Planning 
committee which met in Detroit last 
week. Further study will be made, in conjunction with 
the Automotive Trade Assn. Managers, and the NADA 
committee will seek to devise a sales formula which would 
apply to all retail lines and submit it to the various 
congressional committees for legislative use. This formula 
was followed successfully in passage of the Murray- 
Patman acts, it is pointed out. 

Efforts of various congressional leaders to control 
surplus materials sales were generally endorsed at the 
Detroit meeting. One House committee, on expenditures 
in government departments, has gone far in preliminary 
planning work, has put through the House a committee 
bill which would previde for a study by a joint congres- 
sional committee looking to orderly disposal of surplus 
goods. It also is considering another bill which would 
set up a disposal committee consisting of both government 
and business representatives. This bill, offered by Rep. 
Manasco, will receive hearings shortly after Congress 
returns in September from its summer recess. Other bills 
are receiving consideration in the Senate but will not be 
passed upon before the recess starts around July 15. 


x *k * 


Opinions differ widely on how the mili- 
tary surplus, which has a minimum 
estimated value of fifty billion dollars, 
shall be disposed of. Administration 
supporters originally offered a bill in 
both Houses which would have permitted disposal of the 
surpluses with little regard to their effect on established 
markets. This bill was entirely rewritten in a House 
committee, with much stronger safeguards for business 
added and sent to the Senate. 

Nobody knows just what the total amount of automo- 
tive material surplus will be after the armistice, but it 
will be large since government purchases of both vehicles 
and parts have been substantial. 

Those attending the Detroit meeting were A. E. Sum- 
merfield, Flint, Mich., chairman of the Postwar committee; 
A. J. Dingeman, Oxnard, Calif.; Robert Fleigh, Baltimore; 
E. J. Beatty, Denver; C. M. Bishop, Brooklyn, N. Y.; and 
Lynn S. Snow, Chicago, members of the committee; David 
C. Castles, president of NADA; Ben Wright, Chicago, and 
Paul Graves, Detroit, observers; Charles W. Bishop and 
Labert St. Clair, Washington, members of the NADA staff. 


NADA Seeking 
Orderly Sale of 
War Surpluses 


Huge Surplus 
Of Parts and 
Vehicles Seen 


News in Brief 


No Cut Now against $718,660,357 on Dec. 31, 


1941, 
WASHINGTON.—OPA Admin- 
istrator Prentiss Brown last 


week denied that OPA has any 
immediate program to suspend 
A cards in the gas-short East, 
and declared that no reduction 
in the value of gasoline coupons 
anywhere is now contemplated. 
However, he did not rule out 
such a possibility sometime in 
the future. 


Ford Surplus Up 


BOSTON.—Ford Motor Co.’s 
balance sheet, filed last week 
with the Massachusetts com- 
missioner of corporations, show- 
ed a profit and loss surplus of 
$628,573,392 as of Dec. 31, 1942. 
This compares with $612,678,531 
at the close of 1941. Total assets 
on Dec. 31 were $813,079,879, 


Car Disposal 

WASHINGTON. — Awaiting 
an indication of the number to 
be bought, RFC has not decided 
on how it will dispose of new 
cars purchased from dealers 
under the Murray-Patman act. 
Under the act, RFC is pro- 
hibited from selling new cars to 
anyone but auto dealers until 
Aug. 1. 


‘Pay-As-Can’t-Go’ 
WASHINGTON. — Urging a 
six-month moratorium for pay- 
ment of the federal car use tax, 
Thomas P. Henry, president of 
AAA, branded the $5 tax a “pay- 
as-you-can’t-go” levy. Henry 
esked Congress to take immedi- 
ate steps for the moratorium. 


Get Owners to Sell 
Those Idle Cars 


The growing shortage of used cars presents a prob- 
lem from both the public and the dealer’s standpoints. 
Sporadic movements of used vehicles from a plentiful 
to a short area have perhaps provided some, though 
temporary, relief but the overall picture hasn’t been 
changed—the stockpile of used cars grows steadily 
smaller and smaller. 


Much of this has been due to the large increase in 
the individual-to-individual sales; a lot of it is due to 
the fact that perhaps a million owners have stored their 
cars for the duration. If only half of these million 
owners could be “smoked out,” much of the problem 
would be solved. 

x k * 


Dealers in San Francisco have started a “smoking 
out” program by enlisting the editorial aid of local 
newspapers. Typical is the support provided by the 
Call Bulletin, which published a long editorial entitled 
“Sell Those Idle Autos,” citing the relief it would pro- 
vide the transportation situation, while at the same time 
preventing “deterioration” of the owner’s investment. 


Other dealers are getting a line on used cars by 
offering to give the owner.a priority number for postwar 
delivery of a new car. There are no strings attached to 
this offer, since neither the car dealer nor the owner enters 
into a contract, but in many cases the owner is persuaded 
to sell his idle used car now. 


There are as many methods as there are dealers— 
some good, others doubtful—but one thing is certain: 
More concerted action is necessary if we are to avoid a 
transportation crisis and dealers are to maintain a profit- 
able operation. 


Office of Price Administration last week 
announced a quota of 51,800 new pas- 
senger automobiles for rationing in 
July, which compares with a June quota 
of 51,000. July reserves totaling 
14,100, which can be drawn upon to fill demands that may 
develop in excess of quotas, compare with 14,000 for June. 
These include 6,720 in state reserves, 3,380 in regional re- 
serves and 4,000 in national reserves. 


Rationing certificates which local war price and ration- 
ing boards issue and charge against their quotas are re- 
quired for purchase of any 1942 cars, except those with a 
manufacturer’s list price of $2,500 or more. Sale of the 
latter also is subject to rationing restrictions, but under a 
— plan which does not require a certificate from a 

oard. 


New Car Quota 
For July Is 
Raised Slightly 


x *k * 


Effective July 1, and probably for 90 
days thereafter, A book drivers in the 
East will not be eligible for Grade III 
tires; they may, however, have their 
present tires recapped. Outside the 
gas shortage area, motorists in this category must show 
that their car is used only for essential purposes, mean- 
ing that they must meet such tests as are met by 
drivers holding B or C gas books. 

This action was taken by OPA on advisement by 
Rubber Director Jeffers that it would be necessary to 
reduce the rationing allotment of Grade III’s due to a 
shortage in supplies of these casings. July quota of 
Grade III tires is 414,931, against 690,000 for June. July 
quota for Grade I tires is 1,061,261, up slightly over 
June, as is the truck tire quota of 414,977. 


Eligibility Rules 
For Grade III 
Tires Tightened 
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N. C. Dealers Elect Carrow... 


U.C. Peg 


Still Possible, 


OPA Tells Dealers 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Warning that 
used car rationing will be neces- 
sary when automobile transporta- 
tion reaches the point where es- 
sential users are unable to meet 
their needs, OPA Representative 
Elliott Taylor of Washington called 
upon dealers in an address here 
last week to postpone and possibly 
obviate the necessity for rationing 
by increasing their used car ac- 
tivities. 

Speaking at the annual conven- 
tion of the North Carolina Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., Taylor said 
that two virgin sources of used 
cars are “stored” vehicles, and 
second and third cars belonging 
to single families. He estimated 
that 2,000,000 cars belong to sec- 
ond and third-car families 
throughout the country. 

The OPA spokesman also de- 
clared that a problem had been 
created by certain dealers who 
refuse to sell new cars without a 
tradein, or a lot of accessories. 

“Dealers who indulge in the 
latter practice,” he asserted, “are, 
in effect, sabotaging the ration 
program. From the government 
standpoint, if such a practice be- 
came nationwide, it would cripple 
the government program of trying 
to get new cars to essential users 
as quickly as possible.” 

Replacement of drafted employes 
with women was urged upon the 
dealers by Maj. Thomas H. Upton, 
of State Selective Service head- 
quarters, who said: “It seems to 
me that women could and should 
be trained to take the places of 
parts men, and others of your 
employes who are called into the 
service. We believe that it is to 
your advantage to train women 
for these jobs, because your man- 
power is being, and will be taken 


Jeffers Urged 


To OK Use of 


Dealers’ Tires 


PHILADELPHIA. — An amend- 
ment to existing tire-freezing regu- 
lations which would permit any 
used automobile dealer to install 
such tires as are already in his 
stock on his own used cars” was 
urged last week by Martin Bury, 
president of the Philadelphia Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., in a letter to 
William M. Jeffers, Rubber Direc- 


tor. 

Dealers should be granted this 
liberty, Bury said, provided: that 
the old tires be turned over to 
scrap rubber dealers and so ac- 
counted for; that dealers be per- 
mitted to use only used tires al- 
ready in their stock or which they 
purchased within price ceilings 
from other used car dealers; that 
automobile dealers be permitted to 
purchase additional used tires for 
this purpose from tire dealers or 
scrap yards only. 

“Many PATA members have in 
stock sizeable quantities of used 
tires originally purchased for in- 
stallation on their used cars,” Bury 
wrote. “Under existing restrictions 
they are unable to use them for 
this purpose and for the most part, 
their contacts with eligible pur- 
chasers of such tires are nil.” 





EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


NEARLY NEW large size ‘‘SUN”’ 
Motor Analyzer also ‘‘BEAN’’ Wheel 
Balancer and portable wheel spinner. 
Box 424, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


Says Mr. Andrews: 


“This was the fastest 
acting advertisement I 
have ever used anywhere. 

Sold out all items. 
Many inquiries. Thanks. 
Service Equipment Sales, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Want Results! See 
Dealer Want Ads. Page 3. 


into the armed services. Every man 
who becomes a member of the age 
group 18-35 on or before July 1, 
1943, whether married or un- 
married, with or without children, 
should be scheduled immediately 
for replacement.” 

A resolution adopted by the 
dealers endorsed the industrial 
training program planned for the 
transportation industry by the 
U. S. Office of Education; urged 
that all vocational training be 
made a part of the regular public 
school program, and recommend- 
ed that NYA machine tool equip- 
ment be transferred to the pub- 
lic schools for use in this pro- 
gram. 

Another resolution asked Gov. 
Broughton, under his war emer- 
gency powers, to define the type of 
vehicle which 15-year-olds are per- 
mitted to drive in North Carolina 
as a vehicle not to exceed 1% tons 
“capacity.” The state legislature 
recently enacted a law permitting 
the licensing of 15-year-olds to 
drive vehicles 1% tons in “weight.” 


Other resolutions supported Gov. 
Broughton’s “work or fight” proc- 
lamation, and pledged assistance 
to tax officials in the collection of 
taxes from used-car dealers who 
have entered the business since 
the war. 


In his address as _ retiring 
president, C. Fred Brown of 
Asheville said that while a few 
North Carolina dealers have 
closed their businesses, “the 
great majority are determined to 
hang on and see this thing 
through.” 

Brown was succeeded as presi- 
dent by C. L. Carrow of Kinston. 
Also named were: Vice-president, 
W. H. Wray of Gastonia; treas- 
urer, Penn Marshall of Raleigh, 
and secretary, John O. Gunn of 
Yanceyville. 


Ray Chamberlain, executive vice- 
president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., predicted we will 
be “out of the woods” with respect 
to rubber by this time next year, 
but that no relief in the gasoline 
situation could be expected “for the 
next several months.” He also said 
the NADA was continuing its ef- 
forts to obtain government per- 
mission for dealers to use their 
own tires. 


Mrs. Bessie B. Phoenix of 
Raleigh, executive secretary of the 
state group, reviewed its activities 
of the past year. 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 


New Car Quotas 
For July 


Quota Reserve 


g 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 


&: 
West Virginia 
es’ 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
District of Columbia. 


Regional Reserves 
Region .I 


Quotas for the territories and 
ossessions: Alaska, 10; Hawaii 
nama C: Zone, 13; 
Rico, 50; Virgin Islands, 3. 


Smithson Heads 
Chicago Dealers 


CHICAGO. — Directors of the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
last week announced the election 
of Paul B. Smithson as president, 
James F. McManus jr., as vice- 
president, and S. B. Herbison as 
secretary. William D. Reagan was 
reelected treasurer. 

Smithson, who started as a sales- 
man here in 1915, was one of the 
organizers of Hon. Smithson and 
Raymond, Packard dealer, 20 years 
ago. Since 1934, he has been the 
owner of that dealership. 





Demeuel Brisk, 


Seattle Stock 


Of Used Cars is Critical 


SEATTLE. — Dealers here are 
more active in efforts to locate 
used cars for resale than they are 
in merchandising the limited stock 
on hand, it reported. Brisk demand 
for both new and used cars con- 
tinues unabated, with used car in- 
ventory the lowest in Seattle’s his- 
tory, according to John Riach, pres- 
ident of the Seattle Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 

The 24 association dealer-mem- 
bers have less than 250 used cars 
in their combined inventory it is 
estimated. Even though June 
was another “income tax” month, 
there was no slackening in auto- 
mobile sales as has been the case 
in years past. 

Totem Pontiac, in its advertising 
to unearth used cars to resell them 
to persons who need them in “war 
industries”, has followed the ex- 
ample set by Utter Pontiac in 
Spokane. Utter formulated the 
name, “War Automobile Relocation 
Plan,” and used it as a catch 
phrase to interest those who might 
be induced to sell. 

This gave a resemblance to 
something official and thus was 
an inducement to “smoke out” 
used cars. Ralph Malone, manager 
of Totem Pontiac, changed the 
wording slightly to “Emergency 
Automobile Relocation Plan.” Re- 
duced to the official-appearing 


initials, it becomes EARP. A few 
cars have been brought out of 
hiding. Other dealers have also 
been using printer’s ink to im- 
prove used car inventory, with 
slight success. 

Tyson Oldsmobile, where Riach 
is manager, is offering a $25 war 
bond to anyone bird-dogging a used 
car seller, the exact reverse of 
what it would have been in any 
other era. 


It is estimated that about 1,500 
new cars are in stock by dealers 
in this area. Most of them are to 
be held for sale to the public. 
There are rumors that one or two 
dealers may sell to RFC, but the 
general dealer view is that all new 
cars will sell readily during the 
coming months as quotas may 
permit. 

Local dealers are still mulling 
used car price ceiling plans and 
struggling with manpower prob- 
lems. They have been successful in 
holding enough manpower (women 
too) to keep this important phase 
of the home front functioning. But 
to keep up their personnel needs, 
dealers are advertising freely for 
workers, stressing that the service 
industry for motor vehicles has 
been given the stamp of essential- 
ity by the government in _ the 
Seattle area. 


Auto Dealers May 
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Get Relie 


On Used Tire Stocks 


WASHINGTON. — Continuing 
their efforts to have used tires in 
dealer stocks released for sale on 
used cars, President David E. 
Castles of NADA and several staff 
members met with Ex-senator Her- 
ring and members of the OPA staff 
and discussed the entire situation. 

It was agreed that a survey of 
used tire stocks in automobile 
dealers’ hands would be made by 
OPA to determine if they had been 
moving. If not, it was tentatively 
agreed, then some arrangement 
would be made to get the tires 
into use. 

Castles assured Herring that 
dealers were not going to sacrifice 
the tires unless they were requisi- 
tioned by the government and that 
the net result of sustaining the 
present attitude of OPA is not re- 
leasing the tires, except at ceiling 
prices which the dealers declare 
are below cost, would be to permit 
the tires to deteriorate. 

Under a plan previously agreed 
to by Rubber Director Jeffers’ 
office and NADA and some OPA 
officials, dealers would have been 
permitted to equip their cars with 
50 percent of their stocks under 


Dealers Pleased 
With Alabama 
Legislation 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— With ad- 
journment of the Alabama Legisla- 
ture, the Alabama Automobile 
Dealers Assn. is well pleased with 
the legislation enacted, according 
to C. E. Anderson, executive sec- 
retary. 

One bill, passed by both houses 
and signed by the governor, re- 
lieved dealers of ad valorem taxes 
on frozen cars and trucks. The at- 
torney general had previously ruled 
that the tax must be collected; 
dealers immediately took action 
and put the bill at the top of their 
list. While there are now only 1,300 
to 1,400 new vehicles in the state, 
the tax ranging from $22 to $40 
per car was quite considerable. 

Another law, supported by the 
association, places a $500 state and 
a $500 county tax on used car auc- 
tion sales. These sales, presumably 
for the benefit of dealers with the 
public not being allowed to parti- 
cipate, were disturbing the local 
market. The tax law will likely 
put the auctioneers out of business 
because of its prohibitive nature. 

A bill supported by a majority 
of the dealers would have estab- 
lished a state vehicle commission 
to handle all matters effecting the 
automobile business. However, a 
few dealers opposed the measure 
as smacking too much of regimen- 
tation and it failed of passage. 


AAA Hits Loeal 
Gas Board Acts 


MADISON, Wis. Russell E. 
Singer, general manager of the 
American Automobile Assn., warn- 
ed Glenn Stephens, chairman of 
the state advisory board of the 
Wisconsin AAA division, that gaso- 
line rationing officials in Washing- 
ton will “go down the line to stamp 
out unwarranted and dangerous 
assumption of jurisdiction” by local 
rationing boards in dealing with 
out-of-state motorists. 

The warning was made in con- 
junction with the Fond du Lac 
(Wis.) ration board’s revocation 
and suspension of gasoline privi- 
leges for 12 Illinois motorists ar- 
rested last weekend, and was 
prompted by motorists and auto- 
mobile clubs whose protests reach- 
ed OPA Officials at Milwaukee, 
Chicago, and Washington. 

The AAA contends that it is the 
method of punishment and not the 
question of the arrests which has 
aroused their protests. 





Wright Promoted 


STAMFORD, Conn.—Norma-Hoffman 
Bearings Corp. announced that Frank 
L. Wright. formerly chief metallurgist 
with the firm, has been advanced to 
manager of research. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


an agreement to sell the rest 
ceiling prices. This, however, 
upset by opposition in the OPA 
Tire section. 


Ford Appealing 
Trust Suit on 


Dealer Pacts 


AUSTIN, Texas. Argumen 
have been heard by the State § 
preme Court on the appeal of Ford 
Motor Co. from an Austin cou 
of civil appeals decision remanding 
for trial a suit by State Attorney 
General Gerald C. Mann chargin 
violation of anti-trust statutes. 

Contention of the state is tha 
Ford company agreements with it 
dealers violate the restraint of 
trade prohibitions regarding desig 
nation of sales territory and pri 
at which merchandise is to be 
sold. Travis County district cour, 
upheld the company’s general de 
murrer, but the appeals court ruled 
that the state has a valid cause fo 
action. The company appealed from 
the latter decision on writ of error. 

Ford attorneys denied that sale 
agreements between the company 
and its dealers violated antitrus 
statutes, and contended that th 
court of civil appeals erred in 
holding that the case should bg 
sent back to district court for 

The state seeks to collect penal- 
ties of $1,500 a day from Sept. 7 
1938. 


Penna. Truckers 


Reelect Niness 


HARRISBURG, Pa.— Manpower 
shortages, transportation problem 
and gasoline scarcity were disc 
ed during the tenth annual meet- 
ing war conference of the Penr 
sylvania Motor Truck Assn., hefé 
at the Penn Harris hotel here. 

Speakers during the two-da 
session included: J. R. Eldridge, 
treasurer of the Harrisburg asso 
ciation; Robert S. Wright, of ODT’ 
vehicle maintenance section; R. C. 
Rodine, chief of the replaceme 
parts section, automotive divisiom 
War Production Board; Robert 
Cass, Cleveland, chief engineer 0 
White Motor Co.; Dr. Charles Phi 
lips, of OPA’s automotive supply 
division, and S. F. Niness, chief o 
the petroleum carrier section, ODT. 

Ted V. Rodgers, president of the 
American Trucking Assns., presid' 
ed at the Friday noon luncheon 
and spoke on “Motor Carriers; 
Problems in the War Program. 
Gavin W. Laurie, Philadelphia gu- 
perintendent of Atlantic Refining 
Co., later presided over a sessior 
devoted to the manpower situation. 

Harry L. Gromley, associatio 
secretary and manager of the Chi 
cago region, ODT, was toastmaster 
at the banquet held Friday eve 
ning. Speaker of the evening was 
Col. Frederick C. Horner, chief»e 
the highway division, transporta 
tion corps, Army Service Forces. 
In his address, Col. Horner saig 
that “the importance of transporta 
tion has increased in ratio to the 
needs of our armed forces and 0 
our Allies. Shortages make it im! 
perative that we go on doing our 
job, and doing it better with wha 
we've got in the way of equip 
ment.” 

Officers elected at the meetin 
included: S. F. Niness, Downing- 
town, who was elected for a third 
term as president; Edward Gogolin 
Harrisburg, first vice-president; 
Paul Keely, New Castle, secorngé 
vice-president; R. T. Elliott, Phile 
delphia, third vice-president; Harr 
L. Gormley, New Castle, secretary, 
and J. R. Eldridge, Harrisburg; 
treasurer. 


Dealers Tour Pontiac 


Division War Plants 


PONTIAC.—A group of seven- 
teen Pontiac dealers from Clev 
land and Toledo were here las 
week as the guests of General 
Manager Harry J. Klingler for 
one-day tour of the division’s wa 
plants. . 

Following a short business ses 
| sion the dealers visited the Oecerli+ 
| kon, Bofors, torpedo, diesel am 
tank axle plants. 
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Opposes Profit Act Change— 
Postwar Fund Proposal 
Mit By Patterson 


WASHINGTON.— Opposing pro- 
posed changes in the war contract 
renegotiation law to allow for a 
cushion of reserve funds to provide 
for postwar reconversion of in- 
dustry, Undersecretary of War 
Robert P. Patterson opined last 
week that “the problem of postwar 
reconversion cannot be solved in 
this way.” 


Freight Volume 
Off 3.5 Percent 
During May 


WASHINGTON.— Motor carrier 
freight volume decreased in May 
3.5 percent from April, but was 
16.4 percent more than May, 1942, 
the American Trucking Associa- 
tions reported last week. The ATA 
figures were based on reports re- 
ceived from 229 motor carriers in 
41 states. 


An aggregate of 1,778,476 tons in 
May as against 1,843,138 tons in 
April and 1,528,273 tons in May, 
1942 was transported by the re- 
porting carriers the ATA statement 
says. 

Carriers of general freight haul- 
ed a little more than 86.5 percent 
of all tonnage transported in the 
month. Volume in this category 
showed a 46 percent decrease 
under April, and an increase of 15 
percent over May of last year. 
Transporters of petroleum prod- 
ucts, accounting for almost 6 per- 
cent of the total tonnage reported, 
increased 2.5 percent over April 
and 66.1 percent over May, 1942. 


Haulers of iron and steel prod- 
ucts reported slightly less than 3 
percent of the total tonnage. The 
volume of these commodities in- 
creased 5.9 percent over April, 
and held 45.1 percent over May 
of last year. About 4.5 percent of 
the total tonnage reported was mis- 
cellaneous commodities, including 
tobacco, milk, textile products, 
coke, bricks, building material, 
cement and household goods. Ton- 
nage in this class increased 5.6 per- 
cent over April, but dropped 8.7 
percent under May, 1942, the re- 
port states. 


Hoyt Appointed 
Harvester V.-P. 


CHICAGO. — Election of G. C. 
Hoyt, director of foreign sales, as 
vice-president of International Har- 
vester Co. in charge of foreign 
sales, has been announced by Fow- 
ler McCormick, company president. 

He succeeds E. A. Brittenham, 
who is retiring July 1 after more 
than 41 years of service with the 
company. 

Hoyt joined Harvester in Febru- 
ary, 1916, as a salesman for its San 
Francisco branch house. He had 
previously been associated with In- 
ternational Harvester products 
since 1906 as an employe of its 
farm equipment dealer in Enid, 
Okla. 


War Distress Loans 


Obtainable from RFC 

WASHINGTON. — Automobile 
dealers who have a mortgage on 
their business property, which 
they are unable to keep up due 
to decreased business income, 
can apply to the RFC Mortgage 
Co. for assistance, NADA re- 
ports. This is not designed to be 
@ mortgage refunding program, 
but it is a war distress program 
designed to assist merchants 
who are hard hit by war re- 
strictions and shortages to save 
the equity in their business 
property. Loans and advances 
under this program will be 
made either: (1) By way of par- 
ticipation in existing mortgage 
loans; (2) By second mortgage 
loan sufficient to service an ex- 
isting first mortgage; (3) By 
first mortgage loan which in 
some instances may be in 
amount sufficient to refund all 
or a part of existing loan in- 
debtedness. 


Patterson testified before the 
House Naval committee investigat- 
ing the request of some war manu- 
facturers for modification of the 
statute. 


“In the first place,” he told the 
committee, “taxation will probably 
take three out of every four dol- 
lars which the price adjustment 
agencies allow for this purpose. 
Furthermore, I do not see on 
what basis such an allowance 
could be calculated.” 

“Some industries will have much 
greater reconversion cost than 
others; some will not reconvert at 
all; others will have new plant 
facilities which have been com- 
pletely amortized and will thus 
gain an advantage far outweigh- 
ing any reconversion cost. 


“Still others,” Patterson main- 
tained, “will have a profitable 
market waiting for them which 
can easily bear the cost of recon- 
version.” 

He asserted that “on the aver- 
age, the contractor with war busi- 
ness will find himself in a better 
position at the end of the war than 
the contractor who had no war 
business.” 


Patterson, however, did declare 
himself in favor of two changes 
in the war contract renegotiation 
law. He advocated changing the 
floor under which renegotiation of 
contracts cannot go from $100,000 
to $500,000. In addition, he favored 
a clause requiring the filing of 
reports by all contractors subject 
to the statute. 


Ford Producing 
New Plastic Heads 


For Distributors 


DEARBORN — Ten 500-ton 
presses, which Ford Motor Co. had 
used to turn out plastic automo- 
bile parts, now are being utilized 
in the company’s plane production 
program. 

With these presses and a new 
design, Ford engineers have de- 
veloped a_ distributor head of 
plastic to replace rubber heads, 
particularly on those aircraft which 
operate at higher altitude. Of 
greater di-electric strength (in- 
sulation value) and providing more 
are resistance (prevention of arc- 
ing over surface), the new dis- 
tributor also is highly moisture 
resistant, which makes it more 
dependable, the company said. 

In addition, Ford engineers have 
designed a new finger, or rotor, 
which whirls inside the head and 
distributes the electric current to 
the 18 contract points in the head 
which are connected by wires to 
the sparkplugs in the 18 cylinders. 
By increasing the distance between 
the electrodes in the finger, the 
new design’s strength is increased 
300 percent, it was said. 

The plastic used in the Ford 
presses is made of melamine 
resin and asbestos, and goes under 
the trade name of Melmac. It is a 
plastic which sets at high tem- 
perature but does not melt under 
heat. 


As compared to one for an ordi- 
nary eight-cylinder automobile en- 
gine, the new plastic part requires 
26 metal inserts, compared to nine 
for the auto, according to the 
company. 


Eastman Names 


Rogers Aide 


WASHINGTON.—John L. Rog- 
ers, director of the ODT’s Division 


of Motor Transport, has been 
named assistant director of ODT, 
Director Joseph B. Eastman an- 
nounced last week. Rogers will 
have charge of all matters per- 
taining to motor trucks. 


Harold C. Arnot, regional man- 
ager of motor transport at San 
Francisco, will succeed Rogers as 
director of the Motor Transport 
Division. 


“Dealers Tell Me,” by John O. Munn, 
is an open forum for the expression of 
dealers’ opinions. 
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POSITION WANTED 


PARTS AND ACCESSORY MANUFAC- 
TURERS—Former factofy sales man- 
ager desires to represent a parts or 
accessory manufacturer in the Detroit 
area on a commission or salary and 
commission basis. Have 20 yrs. of wide 
and valuable contacts with personnel in 
all departments of automobile, truck 
and aircraft plants. Immediate and 
post-war line solicited. Training, ex- 
perience and references above average. 
Your replies will be in confidence. K. 
M. Schaefer, R.F.D. No. 2, Birmingham, 
Mich. 


OPERATOR—Successful experience large 
dealership. Wants connection in South 
or Southwest. Invites investigation 20 
year record. Age 46. Not less than 
$7,500 yearly potential considered. Avail- 
able Sept. ist. Write Box 440, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


HELP WANTED 


SERVICE MANAGER to take charge of 
Service Department in Automobile Deal- 
ership in Corpus Christi, Texas. Ideal 
city and climate in which to live. $250 
salary plus commission on labor sales. 
Applicant must have experience as 
Service Manager. State details with 
references. Transportation allowance to 
right man. Box 451, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


AUTOMOBILE PAINTER METAL MAN, 
$250 month guaranteed, lots of work. 
Will pay transportation for right man. 
Airmail letter stating qualifications, 
recommendations. FORD DEALER, 2641 
E. Anaheim, Long Beach, California. 


AUCTION 


Every Tuesday -Rain or Shine 


CAIRO, ILLINOIS 


--For Dealers Only-- 
Come Buy !--Come Sell! 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 


BTR LS BE 
NEW CARS WANTED 


WILL BUY any number new Ford cars 
and trucks—all models. Wire or write 
STEEL CITY MOTORS, INC., 3131 
Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Penna. (May- 
flower 8844), Ford Dealer. 


NEED 25 NEW STUDEBAKERS. Cham- 
Pion Tudors or Fordors. Will pay good 
prices. Motors Finance Co., 70 8. 
Cameron S8t., Harrisburg, Pa. 


SELL YOUR NEW or Used Cars to 
Indiana’s biggest wholesalers. Advise 
fully as to prices, makes and models. 
DOWNTOWN NASH SALES, INC., 1018 
N. Meridian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


OHIO DODGE-PLYMOUTH direct factory 
dealer wants new Dodge & Plymouth 
cars and used cars also. Send list, body 
type and prices. Will also trade new 
Dodge trucks for Dodge passenger cars. 
Write Box 438, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


VIRGINIA DEALER WANTS any num- 
ber of Packard and Studebaker cars. 
Also late model used cars. Virginia 
Motor & Sales Corp., Norfolk, Va. 
Phone 23203. 


Want to buy 300 new passen- 
ger cars in Ford, General 
Motors, or Chrysler Lines. In 
answering ad, state price, 
loaded, f o. b. cars, giving 
description of automobiles. 


PIPKIN-MANSKE 
MOTORS, INC. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 


J. T. PIPKIN 


Day Telephone 888 
Night Telephone 305 


NEW CARS FOR SALE 


HAVE 39 NEW HUDSONS in stock in- 
cluding Coupes, Coaches, Station Wagons 
and Sedans. Deluxe, Super and Com- 
modore models. If interested, write or 
wire DOWNTOWN NASH SALES, INC.., | 
1018 N. Meridian, Indianapolis, Ind.— | 
Another Bogda store. | 
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Parts Representatives 
WANTED! 


One of the leading manu- 
facturers of automotive re- 
placement parts has several 
good openings for experi- 
enced men who are not now 
engaged in essential war 
work and who want to make 
a long time connection. The 
open territories are scattered 
throughout the United States. 
Applicants should be able to 
assist automotive dealers in 
stock maintenance, in order- 
ing and merchandising auto- 
motive parts and accessories 
and in Parts Department 
management. In letter of ap- 
plication, give full informa- 
tion covering experience, 
physical qualifications, draft 
and citizenship status, age, 
salary, etc. Address Box No. 
452, care of Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


USED CARS WANTED 


WANTED BURNT or WRECKED 
Dodge car. Write Pine Motors, 
chester, Va. 


WANTED—1940, 1941, 1942 Cadillac and 
Oldsmobile cars. Must be in good con- 
dition, have good tires. Pay top prices. 
Will buy cars anywhere. Write ROUN- 
TREE OLDS-CADILLAC COMPANY, 
Shreveport, ' 


"42 
Win- 


transport. We own and operate 10 Used 
Car markets in Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. Send lists and prices Airmail to 
Jesse M. Chase, Pocatello, Idaho. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


150 TO 200 USED CARS—’37 to ’42. All 
Makes ALWAYS carried in stock. 
can supply what you want Pronto! 


over the country. Call or write Mr. 
Swiney, STerling 6711 or HIland 3400, 
SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 Man- 
chester, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


EASTERN DEALER wants to sell Mid- 
Western Dealer good used cars. Motors 
Finance Co., 70 8S. Cameron S&t., 
risburg, Pa. 


CALLING ALL DEALERS. 
visit the East, we cordially invite you 
to call and see us. We have been for 
many years one of the largest WHOLE- 
SALERS in the UNITED STATES. 
Whether you buy or not, we will gladly 
tell you where to go and what to avoid. 
ADKINS-NASH, Inc., 1244 North Broad 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


BUSES FOR SALE 


100 PASSENGER TRAILER BUS—Avail- 
able immediately. New Wayne All Steel 
Adult Trailer Body 33 feet long installed 
on new Fruehauf A-236 Semi-Trailer 
Chassis. BADGER BODY MFG. CO., 
Phone Jackson 4306, 2719 Cuming St., 
Omaha, Nebr. 


When you 


TRUCKS WANTED 


WANTED—ONE 1940, 1941 or 1942 Chev- 
rolet Truck with wrecker, Holmes pre- 
ferred. Box 453, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WILL TRADE 


WILL TRADE 45 new 1942 Dodge trucks 
for new 1942 Dodge and Plymouth pas- 
senger cars. Box No. 445, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


WILL EXCHANGE any quantity of new 
Chevrolet Passenger Cars for new trucks. 
Call or wire the details of your truck 
models for immediate action. JACKSON 
CHEVROLET, INC., ROXBURY, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MIDGET RACE CAR complete except for 
motor. Suitable for an offy motor. Box 
444, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 
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TRUCKS FOR SALE 


ANY MAKE OR BODY TYPE in 1% to 
5 ton Good Used '32 to '42 Trucks. We 
ship to dealers all over the country. 
Write or call Mr. Swiney, STerling 6711 
or Hiland 3400. SHEARER CHEVRO- 
LET, 7244 Manchester, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


FOR SALE 


30 heavy duty G.M.C. 
Deisel and Gas 
Chassis rated up to 
8 tons. 


Box 453 
c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit, Mich. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


Must be capable of handling 
doors 12 Ft. square. Columbia Motor 
Mileage Corp., 125A Harvard Avenue, 
Boston (Alliston), Mass. 


WANTED, MOTOR STAND for Ford V-8 
Motors. Wise Motor Co., Hazlehurst. 
Mississippi. 


WANTED: One complete automotive radi- 
ator testing and repair outfit. CITIZENS 
MOTOR CO., Williamson, West Virginia. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


COMPLETE MOTOR REBUILDING set-up 
including late model 48 inch crankshaft 
grinder, also small quantity of rebuilt 
engines and parts, for sale as a com- 
plete unit. Box 450, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


VALVE EQUIPMENT: Kwikway seat 
grinder and seat ring cutter set com- 
plete, all sizes car, bus, truck; Sioux 
seat grinder set for passenger cars; 
Van Norman valve face grinder Model 
X; Sioux face grinder Model 663. 
— CHEVROLET, W. Springfield, 

ass. 


SECTIONAL TIRE VULCANIZER, one 
large tube repair plate with gas operated 
steam boiler, large stock of new Timken 
cones and cups at liberal discount. Box 
442, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


DODGE DEALERS!! 


We have an overstock of the 
following: Sets (24 rings) gen- 
uine Mo-Par Power Punch Pis- 
ton Rings for Dodge passenger 
cars, year 1935-1941 inclusive 
and Dodge %-ton truck model 
WC in the following oversizes: 
020 to .029—.030 to .089—.040 to 
049. Price per set, $3.25. In lots 
of 50 sets or more, $3.00. 


ENGINE REBUILDING 


McKinley Gregg 


Automobile Co. 
5803 Centre Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


PARTS WANTED 


WANTED COMPLETE TOP ASSEMBLY 
with upholstery seats and windshield 
for 1940 Cadillac Convertible Coupe, 
Model 62. Box 434, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


WANTED: AUXILIARY SEATS and at- 
tachments new or used 1941 Chrysler 
Crown Imperial Seven Passenger Sedan. 
Cloonan Motor Company, Parsons, Kans. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


FOR SALE COMPLETE 1942 Dodge Cus- 
tom 4-Door Sedan Body, except wind- 
shield. Box 437, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WE STOCK (or can get ) ANY AUTOMO- 
TIVE PART or supplies you need. Make 
us prove it. Call or write, Vic. Koenig, 
STerling 6813 or HIland 3400, SHEARER 
CHEVROLET, 7244 Manchester, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


OBSOLETE PARTS EXCHANGE 


WE HAVE EXCESS PARTS inventory 
| covering Chrysler-Plymouth models 1934- 
| 39. List will be furnished upon request. 
| Write Box 439, c/o Automotive News, 
| Detroit. 


Address all Box Ne. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Case Ave., Detroit 
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Levels Off at 50.2 Days. 
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Used Car Supply Steady 
In Chicago Area 


CHICAGO.—Stocks of used cars 
here remained steady on the basis 
of days’ supply on June 1 as com- 
pared with May 1, 50.2 days as 
against 49.7 days, far below the 
81.3 days’ level of June 1, 1942, 
according to the Chicago Automo- 
bile Trade Assn. sales and inven- 
tory report released last week. The 
all-time peak in supply was set 
Jan. 1 of this year at 143 days. 

The 178 automobile outlets 
participating in the survey re- 
ported sales of 1,717 used cars 
during May and had 2,873 units 
on hand June 1. Sales in May 
averaged 10 used cars per dealer 
and inventories on June 1 aver- 
aged 16 cars. 

By yearly models, the _ report 
showed an increase in ’41’s, 40’s 
and ’37’s, and a decrease in ’39’s, 
36's, °35’s, and ’33’s, with prac- 
tically no change in 1938’s and 
1934’s. 


Sales in May by yearly models 
were: 1933’s and older, 3.7 per- 
cent; 1934’s, 3.1 percent; 1935's, 
6.1 percent; 1936’s, 11.9 percent; 


Western Drain 
Of R.I. Used 
Cars Studied 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. (UTPS)—A 
survey to determine whether Wes- 
tern speculators have withdrawn 
any substantial number of used 
cars from the stocks of Rhode 
Island dealers has been launched 
by the Rhode Island Automobile 
Dealers’ Assn. 

Former Rhode Island Congress- 
man Harry Sandager, president of 
the association, said that when the 
study is completed “we will be able 
to tell how much reaction there 
has been among dealers here to 
the panic now existing in the New 
York and Connecticut trade and 
in other states along the Atlantic 
seaboard.” 

Harold A. Lanphear, Rhode 
Island representative on the NADA 
board of directors, voiced the opin- 
ion that the sale of used cars in 
Rhode Island to Western dealers 
was “very heavy” up to two 
months ago. He added that he felt 
the postwar market here had been 
darkened by the “drainage.” 

Lanphear claimed that new car 
dealers had little to do with the 
sale of cars to outside interests. 
“I know one used car dealer who 
did nothing but move cars out of 
the state,” he said. Asserting that 
“the damage has already been 
done,” he said that the fact that 
the practice has ceased can only 
prevent prospects for the future 
from becoming worse. 

Both Sandager and Lanphear ex- 
pressed concern for the state’s war- 
time security should the survey 
show that large numbers of used 
cars have been moved out of the 
state. “Since Rhode Island is in a 
critical war area, it would seem 
advisable, in the event of sudden 
military requirements or civilian 
evacuation, that an adequate reser- 
voir of cars be available to meet 
such an emergency,” Sandager 
declared. 


Intratrade Tire 


Shopping Eased 


WASHINGTON. The limit on 
the number of times replenish- 
ment portions of tire rationing cer- 
tificates can be transferred from 
hand-to-hand within the trade has 
been removed, effective July 6, 
OPA announced last week. Pre- 
viously the certificates became void 
after the fifth such transfer. 

Since inventories of tires and 
tubes in trade hands are thinning, 
the change was made to avoid re- 
stricting the amount of “shopping” 
among themselves that members 
of the trade may do to get the 
supplies they need. 

The same change was made with 
respect to the transfer of receipts 
given to tire dealers by agencies 
authorized to buy tires without 
rationing certificates. 


1937’s, 16 percent; 1938's, 8.9 per- 
cent; 1939’s, 12.8 percent; 1940's, 
16.7 percent, and 1941’s, 20.8 per- 
cent. 

In the matter of inventories on 
June 1, the 1933 and older models 
accounted for 3.4 percent; ’34’s for 
3 percent; ’'35’s for 6.2 percent; 
’°36’s for 12.3 percent; ’37’s for 16 
percent; ’38’s for 7.9 percent; ’39’s 
for 10 percent; ’40’s for 16 percent, 
and '41’s for 25.5 percent. 


Akron Starts 
‘Keep-Car-in 


Service’ Drive 


AKRON. -— With automobile re- 
pair shops heavily overloaded, 
Akron district automobile dealers 
, last week announced support of a 
civilian defense car inspection pro- 
gramh designed to offset a threat- 
ened breakdown of essential civil- 
ian automobile transportation. 

Declaring support of a “keep- 
your-car-in-service” campaign or- 
, ganized by Joseph E. Palmer, OCD 
transportation director, C. E. Col- 
trin, president of Akron District 
Automobile Dealers Assn., declared 
| that if checkups are not made, an 
'estimated 15 percent of the auto- 
mobiles of war workers may “fall 
apart” before the end of next 
winter. 

A plan for the cars of war 
workers to be inspected regularly 
has been presented by Coltrin to 
Akron’s large war plants. Those of 
C book holders would be inspected 
first and about 25,000 vehicles put 
in good running order by Nov. 1, 
he said. Those of B book holders 
would be next, then 3 book cars. 


N. J. Eyes Postwar 


Road Program 


TRENTON, N. J.—New Jersey 
highway planning bureau, headed 
by Sigvald Johannesson of this 
city, associate engineer in the state 
highway department nearly 20 
years, has been named by State 
Highway Commissioner Miller to 
provide comprehensive postwar 
plans for highways. 

An objective of the new bureau 
will be to direct a long range mas- 
ter plan for development of every 
section of the state through road 
alignments reducing motor vehicle 
operating costs and eliminating 
congestion delays, according to 
Commissioner Miller, who describ- 
ed it as “a rather bold plan that 
will be comprehensive and appeal 
to the imagination.” 

* * * 


Estimate $149 Millions 


Needed for Fla. Roads 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Indicat- 
ing the extent of needed postwar 
highway work, Florida’s state road 
department has made public an 
estimate that a total of $149,000,000 
would be required to put the state’s 
highway system in modern, tip-top 
condition. 

The figures were assembled by 
Chairman Thomas A. Johnson and 
Chief Engineer J. H. Dowling for 
the 1943 Florida Legislature, which 
considered but rejected legislation 
that would have diverted some of 
the state road department’s gaso- 
line tax revenues to other govern- 
mental functions during the war. 

A total of 8,303 miles of highway 
is now included in the maintenance 
system of the state road depart- 
ment, of which 7,500 miles have 
surfacing material ranging up to 
concrete. 


Obituaries— 


Howard Jones 
CLEVELAND. — Howard Jones, 47, 
White Motor Co.'s vice-president in 
charge of production, is dead of a 
heart attack. A native of Scranton, 
Pa., Jones joined White in 1924 as 
shop engineer in charge of routings, 
became general superintendent in 1937 
and was named _ vice-president last 
March. 

e . a 

Frank E. Ralph 
CARSON CITY, Mich.—Frank E 
Ralph, 73. senior member of the F. 
Ralph & Son automobile firm, is dead. 


Used Car Tactics Bring 


Warning to Dealers 

PHILADELPHIA. — Current 
advertising tactics of many local 
dealers may bring a revival of 
efforts to impose used car price 
ceilings, the Philadelphia Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. warned last 
week. Asserting that “many of 
you are forcing all of us to tread 
on thin ice,” PATA emphasized 
that used car ceilings “are not 
dead, they’re just dormant.” The 
surest way to bring the pro- 
Posal to life again, the organi- 
zation cautioned, is to “con- 
tinue the tactics many Phila- 
delphia dealers are adopting to 
—" used cars from the pub- 
ic.” 

PATA pulled no punches in 
warning that the advertise- 
ments,:. particularly those in 
newspapers and on the radio, 
are being studied by the Office 
of Price Administration and the 
Better Business Bureau _ for 
probable action. “Many of the 
advertisements,” said PATA, 
“contain misleading, unfair and 
dishonest statements. Finally,” 
PATA said, “editorialists, com- 
mentators and others are aware 
of this mad, needless scramble 
by dealers for used cars, and 
they are beginning to write and 
talk about it to such a degree 
that public opinion will be seri- 
ously biased and government 
action will be almost compul- 
sory.” 


More Gas in East 
For War Worker 


WASHINGTON, — Plans to re- 
store some mileage to a limited 
number of war workers in north- 
eastern plants to maintain maxi- 
mum production were announced 
last week by OPA. There is no 
prospect, however, of a general 
restoration of the recent cut in 
“B” and “C” coupon values, OPA 
said. 

District directors have been 
authorized to designate specified 
plants whose employes will be en- 
titled to some restored mileage. 
Their decisions will be made on 
two considerations: 

The plant must be an essential 
establishment with an active plant 
transportation committee, and the 
plant must show that it has done 
everything possible to arrange 
transportation for its workers, and 
that despite these efforts some es- 
sential workers cannot get to work 
with reduced rations. 

When a plant is designated by 
the district director for restored 
mileage, war price and rationing 
boards in that area will be notified. 
Employes in the plant will apply 
for restored mileage through their 
plant transportation committees as 
usual. 


1942 Gross Sales 
By Parts Jobbers 
Top $100 Million 


DETROIT.—The average pro- 
gressive automotive wholesaler last 
year did $338,883 worth of business, 
it is reported by the National 
Standard Parts Assn. following a 
study of the size and business 
volume of NSPA wholesalers. It is 
further revealed that the average 
NSPA jobber carries an inventory 
of $69,037, has 751 accounts and 
employs 25 people, of whom five are 
outside men. 

Annual sales of all NSPA whole- 
salers amount to $136,909,000 and 
the total inventory of this large 
segment of the industry has a value 
of $27,891,000. The NSPA network 
of wholesaling establishments under 
wartime conditions calls for a force 
of 10,097 persons and of these, more 
than 2,000 are calling on the trade 
to serve the needs of repairmen, 
fleet owners and war plant opera- 
tors. 

Each regular customer of the 
average NSPA wholesalers annually 
buys $460 worth of parts, equip- 
ment and supplies. And for every 
28 jobber patrons there is one job- 
ber employe, according to the study. 

Among other interesting facts 
provided by the study is that ap- 
proximately 45 percent of the mem- 
bers do an annual business in ex- 
cess of $200,000, while 37 percent of 
the total business volume is done 
by the relatively small group of 
firms doing more than a million 
dollars worth of business each year. 

Because its membership today is 
at an all-time high, it is pointed 
out the overall NSPA business pic- 
ture accurately reflects perform- 
ance in the entire distribution 
branch of the industry more than 
at any previous time, the associa- 
tion said. 

The data was compiled primarily 
to assist members in improving in- 
dividual operating performances by 
providing “par” figures for the 
group as a whole. 


Mo. Dealers Elect 
Riley Again 


ST. LOUIS.—Don F. Riley, of 
Commonwealth Chevrolet Co., Jeff- 
erson City, was reelected president 
of the Missouri Automobile Dealers 
Assn. at the annual meeting of di- 
rectors of the association. 

Reelected also were N. S. O'Neill, 
Greenlease and O’Neill, Kansas 
City, vice-president and George M. 
Berry, Berry Motor Car Co., St. 
Louis, treasurer. Joseph A. Schlecht 
was reappointed secretary. 

The MADA meeting was held in 
Jefferson City. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


PAW Sets Equipment Rules 


For Petroleum 


WASHINGTON.—Petroleum Ad- 
ministrative Order No. 12, replacing 
the provisions of War Production 
Board Order M-68-c dealing with 
the use of materials in the market- 
ing branch of the petroleum indus- 
try, was issued last week by Pet- 
roleum Administrator for War 
Harold L. Ickes. 

Under the new order, materials 
and equipment may be used for: 

(1) Maintenance or repair which, 
for service stations and retail out- 
lets, shall not include any con- 
struction operation other than for 
upkeep or restoration purposes 
when structure or equipment has 
been rendered unsafe or unfit for 
further service. Upkeep or restora- 
tion shall not include use of mater- 
ial for the improvement of any 
structure or equipment which is 
still serviceable. 

The same restrictions apply to 
bulk plants except that construc- 
tion up to $500 material costs is 
permissible at these plants for any 
one complete addition. 

(2) Structures or equipment to 
be used exclusively for official re- 
quirements of the armed forces. 

(3) Replacement of equipment 
which cannot be repaired on the 
premises. In_ replacing’ storage 
tanks of more than 65 gallons ca- 
pacity, the capacity of the replace- 
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ment tank may not exceed that of 
the tank being removed. 

Provision is also made in the 
order for replacing dispensing 
pumps. Equipment may be _ in- 
stalled temporarily to distribute 
petroleum to machinery directly 
engaged in construction work hav- 
ing a priority rating higher than 
A-2, or to handle fuel oil at sta- 
tionary consuming facilities if such 
equipment is not used for carrying 
out marketing functions regularly 
performed elsewhere. 

In addition, equipment fabricated 
prior to Jan. 14, 1942, may be in- 
stalled on a farm to be used ex- 
clusively to dispense petroleum to 
machinery directly used in opera- 
tions on the farm. Suppliers are 
denied exclusive rights to supply 
petroleum to such equipment. 

Prohibited by the order are: con- 
struction, expansion or remodeling 
of any petroleum marketing struc- 
ture; installation of pumps at 
tanks, and use of tank truck or 
trailer to dispense into the tanks 
of passenger cars. 

Barrel or drum pumps _ speci- 
fically are excluded from the order 
due to the shortage of cans norm- 
ally used for oil-dispensing. 

The PAW order is designed to 
encourage use of newer surplus 
equipment to speed junking of 
older equipment, thus adding to the 
supply of scrap metal. 
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GM on Air 


General Motors announced- last 
week that the NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra’s Sunday broadcasts, under 
the batons of Arturo Toscanini, 
Leopold Stokowski and Frank 
Black, will be sponsored for a year 
by General Motors. 

First broadcast under the Gen- 
eral Motors banner has been set 
for Sunday, Aug. 1, (NBC, 5 p.m, 
EWT). No changes in policy or 
programming are contemplated. 

ok * * 


New 


Newsweek is offering a new war- 
time editorial service to eight and 
a half million newspaper readers 
through a new full-page advertis- 
ing campaign in leading news- 
papers throughout the country. It 
will bring Newsweek editorial high- 
lights to the normal complement 
of additional readers now de- 
prived of the magazine by wartime 
paper restrictions. 


The new campaign, believed to 
be the first of its kind under- 
taken by a publication, was an- 
nounced by T. F. Mueller, vice- 
president and general manager, 
who revealed also that McCann- 
Erickson, Inc., who cooperated in 
the development of the new cam- 
paign, had been appointed adver- 
tising agency for Newsweek. 


The Newsweek campaign will 
run in 33 leading newspapers in 
large cities throughout the country 
and will appear regularly. 


Shift 


Percy Atkinson, Campbell- 
Ewald’s copy chief, has resigned to 
accept a position with Arthur 
Kudner agency in New York. 

* * * 


Strip 


Believed to be the first attempt 
by a major supplier of war mate- 
rial to educate youth through large: 
insertions in Sunday comic sec- 
tions, will have its inception on, 
Sunday, July 25. On that day Ben- 
dix Aviation Corp. introduces Capt. 
Ben Dix to comic strip readers 
through Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 


The series of 13 insertions will 
run on alternate Sundays in comic 
sections throughout the United 
States, according to Thayer Ridg 
way, Lennen & Mitchell vice-presi- 
dent in charge of the campaign. 
Each episode will show Capt. Ben 
Dix, a Marine flying ace, meeting 
and overcoming the enemy and 
depending on his airplane, its en 
gine and accessories in completing 
his mission. The final box in eageh 

| strip will give a simple and com=" 
plete description of some vital part 
of the airplane supplied by Bendix, 
' 
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